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Our real nature is divine. Because we are divine, we have infinite
strength and wisdom at our command, provided we can free
ourselves of the obstacles in our personality, which stand in the
way of our conscious union with the indwelling God.
The Holy Eucharist (or Mass) is so designed that it may remove the
barriers separating the human and divine natures in ourselves. The
Queen of Heaven Gnostic Church of the Ecclesia Gnostica invites
all who seek this mystic union, to partake of the Eucharist, and of
the other mysteries (sacraments) which it administers. No barrier
of creed, race, or status is erected around the altar of the Gnosis.
Please join us for this traditional and inspiring service.
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ALL EVENTS THIS QUARTER, UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE WILL
TAKE PLACE AT THE CHURCH ADDRESS

5815 NE Everett St.
Portland, OR 97213
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WATCH EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SCHEDULE CHANGES

Monthly Sophia Service
Devotion to Our Lady Sophia
This devotional service, unique to our rite, is a singularly meaningful and
mystical experience dedicated to the Divine Feminine. The service
includes the blessing of the rose, and culminates in the Litany of Love, in
which love is sent forth to all, both the seen and unseen. (See schedule
for details.)
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A Homily for the
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Sincerity
By Rt. Rev. S. Marshall

The quality of sincerity comprises many
things: truth, honesty, purity, and freedom
from hypocrisy, all of these. Yet these are
not only qualities to be expressed outwardly,
but also qualities of the divine to be found
within us and in its relationship to us. In
truth, we must find the qualities of sincerity
in our inmost divinity before we can have
them to express outwardly.
Sincerity means becoming transparent to the
true royal Selfhood within us, becoming
transparent to who we truly are, our
authentic Self. To live with sincerity is to be
sincere in our private lives, in our
relationships with others, and in walking our
spiritual path. We have sincerity when our
actions conform to our words, our words and
actions conform to our thoughts, and our
thoughts, words, and actions conform to the
true divine core of our being. The more
transparent we become, the more we can see
the spiritual reality of others and all beings
in the universe. We can see others without
the screens of our own projections and when
we can clear the glasses of our perception;
we become more sincerely who we are. As
stated in the Gospel of Thomas, "If you
know yourselves, then you will be known,
and you will know that you are sons
(offspring) of the Living Father."
When we know ourselves and honestly and
sincerely recognize and accept all the
fragmented parts of ourselves, then we can
see our own value and see others with the
value that they have in the eyes of the divine
Parent, but only if we can remove the mud
from the eyes of our own perception of

ourselves, as well. We cannot be sincere
until we know who we are. But who are we,
really?
“Who am I?” is one of the essential Gnostic
questions of being. It is intimately bound to
the following questions: Why am I here?
What is the meaning of my existence? For
what purpose was I sent forth into this
world? These are all questions of how we
come to know ourselves in sincerity and
truth.
One of the signs of finding sincerity is to see
the light in others, the true royal Selfhood,
where we recognize ourselves and others as
the despised nobles and exiled kings and
queens that we are. As we live the
sacramental life, we become attuned to the
archetypal dimension of our lives; we begin
to recognize our inner being through outer
experiences by synchronicity, even as the
sacraments reflect inner events through
outward symbol and ritual.
When others do not see our light, it is not
our responsibility to show them. In whatever
way they see us or do not see us, we are no
less valued in the perception of the Divine
Self within us, nor in the eyes of the Father.
As stated in the Gospel of Philip:
“When the pearl is cast down into
the mud it does not become
dishonored the more, nor if it is
anointed with balsam oil will it
become more precious. But it has its
worth in the eyes of its owner at all
times. So with the Sons (offspring)
of God wherever they may be. For
they have the value in the eyes of
their Father.”
As in a mirror we begin to see reflections
of ourselves beneath and beyond the outer
trappings. The sincerity with which we

view ourselves depends on how well we
have polished that mirror, yet this does not
happen by purely individual effort alone. In
the general Confiteor we pray to “become
the unspotted mirror of Thy power.” And in
the Acts of John, Jesus reveals, “I am a
mirror to thee who understandest Me.”
Finding sincerity requires a certain
vulnerability and trust in something beyond
our own ego. We must let down our shields
to discover the mythic connections that
reveal our true Self, as in the Vespers of
Sophia, where we recite, “the armor of our
blindness and arrogance thou hast taken
away.” When we let go of our blindness
and arrogance, when we polish and purify
the glass of our perception, the ego as the
perceiver and subject of consciousness
becomes a mirror of the Self.
To begin this process of purification, we
must garner a sense of self-acceptance for
the split-off fragments of the Self and see
our own “value in the eyes of the Father”
before we can feel safe to give up our airs
of making an impression and always trying
to be someone that we are not. We give up
the shield of arrogance to take up the shield
of faith in our Self. Then we find the
courage to be transparent to expressing
one's genuine Self in sincerity and truth.
If people reject my persona, the outer mask
that I show the world, it is not so much of a
catastrophe, but if they reject my deepest
innermost thoughts and feelings, that is
truly devastating. It is not easy to be
sincere; it takes the courage of a secure
contact with the Divine Power to be
sincere. If we can remember the value we
have in the eyes of our Divine Parent, we
need not fear any rejection or negative
judgment of ourselves, we can be
transparent without fear, we can accept
others as they are with equanimity, and we
can be who we are in sincerity and truth. It

does not matter how others may value or
devalue us, the Divine Within, who can see
all as sons and daughters of the Living
Father and the Mother of Life, knows us in
the sincerity of who we are.
Becoming transparent to the divine Self is a
mystical experience of identification with a
power, will and consciousness beyond one's
own ego. Our transparency to who we truly
are leads us to a conscious recognition of
our own immortality. By this process we
overcome the fear of death through
identification with and expression of our
immortal part, but this is something that
must be earned in this life. The portion of
immortality is only a tiny spark within us.
The mysteries of the ancient world, such as
the Eleusinian mysteries, conferred a
conscious realization and assurance of
immortal life, a certainty beyond faith,
Gnosis. Without Gnosis there is really no
immortality for the fragmented human soul.
One thing that distinguishes Gnostics from
mainstream Christianity is their ideas
concerning the afterlife, their eschatology.
In the mainstream monotheistic religions,
every soul is automatically immortal and
granted either eternal punishment in hell or
eternal bliss in heaven, and resurrection at
the end of days.
In contradistinction, Gnostic eschatology is
immanent, an experience of the resurrection
that we must receive in our embodied life.
As stated in the Gospel of Philip, “If you do
not receive it in this place, you will not
receive it in the other.” In the Gnostic
scheme the human spark of light is
immortal, but the human soul is only
provisionally immortal. We must earn
immortality through our own efforts and
from the response to those efforts from
above. As in a verse from the Acts of
Thomas, “Thou who dost share in all noble
striver struggles,” so it is the Self, the
Christ within who shares those struggles
and is ultimately the goal of those
struggles.

Just as salvation also requires the exercise
of our own efforts towards Gnosis and
liberation, we must in a certain sense fight
for immortality by those struggles; it is the
fight for consciousness. As the Book of
Sophia reminds us, "Fight for yourselves
and receive the mysteries of the Light in
this afflicted time and go into the kingdom
of the Light.” We must fight for ourselves;
a personal struggle is involved to earn
immortality.
We become an immortal soul by becoming
the mirror of the higher divine soul. This
grows from the spark of the divine light as it
is fanned into a flame. This is the seed of
light planted in us in the beginning by the
Holy Sophia. In her union with her divine
pair, the Logos, the holy twin angels have
also come forth, who are the image of our
immortal and royal Self, and with which we
are united in the Bridechamber.
To bear the realization of our divine and
inner being, we must know ourselves
beyond the outer trappings; we must see
beneath the mud or the balsam oil that
covers the pearl that we are. Then we find
that we are not the body, not the ego, not
thoughts or feelings, not the personality, but
something beyond all the phenomena with
which we identify ourselves. After we peel
all of this away, we are left with a presence
in which we can let in the light, love and
praise that we receive without harm of ego
inflation. In this place, the reflection of our
divine self does not puff up the ego, for that
core which we have found rests in the
divine. As the Logos has said, “Not me but
my Father within me, he doeth the works,”
and “I am not good, only my Father in
heaven is good.”
No one is perfect in this world. When we
realize this, our faults and imperfections do
not automatically go away, but they cause us
and others a lot less trouble. It is as if
through knowledge of our character defects

and willingness to let go of our own self-will
and arrogance, their darkness disappears
with the light. The less energy we put into
trying to cover up our faults and
imperfections, the more our true authentic
core shines through. Yet this does not
release us of our burden of striving for
goodness, nor of invoking the Greater into
our being. Thinking that we can get away
with wrongful deeds in this life and make up
for them in the next is the height of
insincerity and hypocrisy. To the hypocrites
the Book of Sophia addresses the following:
“Now such people do not know
when the number of the Perfect
Souls will be complete, and I shall
shut the Gates of Light, and from
that time no one shall go in, because
the mystery of the ﬁrst mystery has
been accomplished, for whose sake
the universe has come into being.”
We do not know when the gates will be
closed, yet we know that they are not closed
yet. But they are not open very wide. Like
passing through “the eye of the needle” we
need to release our baggage, all with which
we identify that is less than our highest Self,
and let it go. On the other side we find the
treasure, the pearl of great price, and see that
all the external baggage with which we
identified is meaningless; it does not matter
if it was balsam oil or mud. It is only by
discovering the pearl that we may find the
immortal Self.
The Jewish Gnostics, the Kabbalists,
express in their writings that the Nephesh,
the mortal soul, is not automatically
receiving of immortality; it returns to the
dust by which it came into being. If it is to
become immortal, it must become
perfected, alchemically transformed into
the divine Nephesh by becoming a more
and more perfect mirror of the Neshamah,
the immortal spirit. In the Gnostic myths,

this is the spark of consciousness and
immortality given to us by Sophia.
Although many, but not all, Gnostics
subscribed to a doctrine of cycles of
reincarnation, they stressed the urgency of
obtaining the mysteries of the light, of
earning immortality, in the present lifetime.
In the Book of Sophia, we read, "Do not
add day to day or cycle to cycle, hoping to
come to receive the mysteries when we
come to the world in another cycle." Only
the immortal spark survives dissolution in
the primordial light, and it returns again
and again: until it can complete the work of
transforming and finding expression
through the human vehicle into which it is
sent. The portions of that spark which we
can bring into consciousness then become
the immortal parts of our being, but if the
spark of the Self remains unconscious, then
we have no part in immortality.
Regardless of the opportunity for that spark
to reincarnate, the unique combination of
physical traits, personal characteristics,
talents and experiences that make us who
we are in the world, will never be again.
Only consciousness survives death. The
more we become conscious of our divine
Self, the more we make a whole of the
fragmented parts of our being, the more we
have stored in the treasure-house of
immortality, and the more we possess to
bring back with us from the Well of
Memory when we return. Also, the world
needs sincerely who we are and what we
are here to do right now. In the Kabbalistic
teachings on the Restoration, we each,
instilled into our divine spark, have a part
to play in it as our own work and struggle
in the process of Redemption. No matter
how small our part may be, if we are
sincere, the world needs our unique and
essential part in the work of redemption
right now; it cannot wait for another cycle.
We must begin to find and make ourselves

transparent to the sincerity of who we are,
and this is done through participating in
mysteries and symbols that are transparent
to the Divine.
In the Eucharist, the bread and wine are
such symbols. The purpose of a symbol is
to be transparent to transcendence, to show
forth a divine and transcendental mystery.
By participation and identification with
these symbols we also become transparent
to that same mystery. In the act of
communion, the barriers between our
human and divine natures is dissolved; we
become sincerely who we are.

Calendar of Events
Winter 2022-23
NOVEMBER
Sunday, November 6, 2022 – 11:00am
Sunday following All Souls Day
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall
On this day we will celebrate the Feast of All
Souls with a Gnostic Requiem Eucharist.
Prayers for the Dead greatly assist the souls
of those who have passed over into another
reality, and also assist those who remain on
earth in recognizing the rebirth in spirit.
Those who have specific names to put on
the list for the dead, please email names
to:queen.of.heaven.church.portland@
gmail.com}
Sunday, November 6, 2022 – 3:00pm
Sophia Service
A Devotion to Our Lady Sophia
Officiant, Quinton

Sunday, December 11, 2022 – 11:00am
3rd Sunday in Advent
Nature of the Redeemer
Celebrant, Rev. Ali Azizi
Sunday, December 18, 2022 – 10:15am
The Gnostic Holy Rosary
A pre-eucharistic recitation and singing of
the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia Rosary
Gnostic Holy Eucharist – 11:00am
4th Sunday in Advent
Recognition of the Messenger
Celebrant, Rev. Joseph Wolf
Sunday, December 25, 2022-11:00am
Christmas Day
Nativity of the Divine Light
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall
Christmas Day celebration with High Mass &
the lighting of the Christmas Candle.
Today’s donations will go to charity.

Sunday, November 13, 2022 – 11:00am
22nd Sunday after Trinity
The Right Attitude toward the World
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall
Sunday, November 20, 2022 – 10:15am
The Gnostic Holy Rosary
A pre-eucharistic recitation and singing of
the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia Rosary
Gnostic Holy Eucharist – 11:00am
Day of All Gnostic Saints
The Heroes of the Gnosis
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall

JANUARY

Sunday, November 27, 2022 – 11:00am
Advent Sunday
Seeking the Light
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall

Sunday, January 1, 2023 – 11:00am
New Year’s Day
Renewal of Life
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall

DECEMBER
Sunday, December 4, 2022
All services at Queen of Heaven Gnostic
Church are cancelled for this Sunday
Please join us at Hagia Sophia Chapel
either in person or by Zoom. (links will be
sent by email to those requesting it.)

Sunday, January 1, 2023 – 3:00pm
Sophia Service
A Devotion to Our Lady Sophia
Officiant, Quinton
Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 11:00am
Sunday after the Epiphany
Divine Guidance
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall

Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 3pm
Special Epiphany Service & Party
The Baptism of our Lord
Various clergy & Laity officiating
After lunch, we will celebrate the Epiphany
with a special service unique to our Gnostic
sacramental tradition. It is adapted from the
Baptismal Rite of Aberamentho found in the
Bruce and Askew Codices and is preceded
by a Blessing of the Baptismal fount.
Epiphany commemorates the appearance of
the Light of Christ to the World and the
baptism of our Lord. We celebrate this
service to acknowledge and give thanks for
the treasured glimpses of the Light in our
lives and the appearance of Christ in us.
Those who wish to receive Gnostic baptism
on this occasion need to contact Steven at
503-233-0854 several days before the
event.
Ritual practice for this event with be held at
2:30 pm. Please attend the short rehearsal
if you want to be on the special ritual team of
Epiphany.
We will be holding our Holiday Party after
the special service. Please bring one of your
favorite holiday treats.
Sunday, January 15, 2023 – 11am
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Desire for Liberation
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall
Sunday, January 22, 2023 – 10:15am
The Gnostic Holy Rosary
A pre-eucharistic recitation and singing of
the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia Rosary
Gnostic Holy Eucharist – 11:00am
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Sincerity
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall
Sunday, January 30, 2023 – 11am
4th Sunday after Epiphany
The Overcoming of Sorrow
Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall

Save the Dates:
Dec. 2, 2022 – Dec. 4, 2022
20th Anniversary Celebration
Reverend Sam Osborne
Let us all join in this celebration of his 20
years of service as a priest in the Ecclesia
Gnostica.
See attached Invitation for details.

Saturday, December 10 11am-3pm
Chapel Cleaning Open House
Please join +Steven and Ali in getting the
chapel cleaned, polished and ready for the
holidays. Drop by for an hour or two to share
in a warm drink and help with the
preparations for the holidays of Christmas
and Epiphany.

Church News:
We have two in-person, monthly, Sunday
services added to our weekly scheduled
services for this quarter: the Devotion to Our
Lady Sophia with the Blessing of the Rose
and a call and response recitation and
singing of the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia
Rosary, All are encouraged to attend these
services in honor of the Divine Feminine.
See Calendar for specific dates and time.

Note:
In adherence to the Oregon Health
Authority’s guidelines regarding Covid 19,
we are open for in-person gatherings
regardless of vaccination status. Masks are
optional. If you are experiencing any Covid
or flu-like symptoms, we request that you
stay home. We will continue to stream
Sunday morning services via Zoom to those
unable to attend in person. The physical
presence of people attending, witnessing
and participating in the mysteries and
sacraments of the Gnosis is of paramount
importance to disseminating the Gnosis of
the Light. Please join with us in service to
the Divine.

Special Epiphany Service
Sunday, January 8, 2023
3:00 pm

Epiphany commemorates the appearance of the Light of Christ to the World
and the baptism of our Lord. Several Gnostic teachers have proposed that the
Christ did not descend upon Jesus until his baptism in the River Jordan. We
celebrate this service to acknowledge and give thanks for the treasured
glimpses of the Light in our lives and the appearance of Christ in us.
Those who wish to receive Gnostic baptism on this occasion need to contact
Steven at 503-233-0854 several days before the event.
Ritual practice for this event with be held at 2:30pm. Please attend the short
rehearsal if you wish to be on the special ritual team of Epiphany.
We will be holding our Holiday Party after the special service. Please bring
one of your favorite holiday treats.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays to all!

The Baptism of Christ, Giorgio Vasari (1511-74)

Note: The Queen of Heaven Gnostic Church is a parish of the Ecclesia Gnostica, a Christian
Gnostic Sacramental Church, with its headquarters based in Los Angeles, CA. As a
sacramental, liturgical church, we employ chant, candles, incense, bells, vestments, and other
accoutrements for the purpose of elevating consciousness out of the ordinary. The structure and
content of our liturgies are age old and inspired by the practices and metaphorical writings of the
early Gnostics of the 1st through 4th centuries.
We continue an established and recognized, apostolic tradition without moralizing judgments or
dogmatic statements of belief in a setting that fosters mystical inquiry and spiritual
understanding. We retain the early gnostic practice of ordaining women on an equal basis with
men and revere the feminine aspect of Deity in the fashion of our Gnostic forebears.
For more information please visit www.gnosticchurchportland.org
And the Gnostic Archives: www.gnosis.org

